
 

Lane County Climate Advisory Committee 
July 23rd, 2021 12:30 PM- 2:30 PM 

GoToWebinar 
Members in Attendance: Chair Haley Case Scott, Tao Orion, Sarah Altemus Pope, Dave Eisler, Rob Zako 

Members not in Attendance: Vice-Chair Amanda Astor, Commissioner Joe Berney, Stefan Aumuck, Dr. M 
Jackson, Eloise Parish-Mueller, Maya Buchanan 

Lane County Staff: Mark Nystrom, Bethany Hays-Alsin 

Action Items 
• Due to a lack of a quorum the action items will be shifted to the July meeting. 

Public Comment 
Michael Allen: He is the liaison with the Florence Parks Committee and in August he will gather feedback 
from the Florence Parks Committee on climate action planning. One of their major parks will have an 
LTD bus stop built soon. At the last City Council meeting in Florence, they discussed the possibility of 
using offshore wind and wave energy. Florence’s mayor also said they would not support turbine energy 
and Michael Allen wants to point out the resistance of his community in adopting sustainable energy 
goals. Lincoln, OR does not have a climate change policy. One of the roles that the County can have is 
that it can convene with these various entities such as mayors, communities, utilities, school districts 
etc, to work on climate change. Michael Allen urges the CAC and Lane County to encourage 
collaboration with the smaller communities of Lane County. 

Sarah Altemus Pope responded to the public comment and agreed that collaboration with smaller 
communities may be necessary and smaller communities just do not have the capacity to address 
climate goals so support would be helpful.  

Climate Resilience and Equity Task Force Update 
Haley Case Scott gave an update: they had a recent workshop with over 35 participants to discuss 
climate action vulnerability across five topics. There was a robust conversation and participants were 
engaged. The ideas that emerged will be put into a report. The taskforce will hold additional 
engagement opportunities in the future.  

Special Meeting Report (Potential Action) 
Haley Case Scott discussed the “Goals 101 Document / Setting a Climate Target: Options for Lane 
County” and presented this to the committee. This document can be found in the meeting materials 
section of the webpage.  

The Committee discussed the potential recommended goals and how the to be realistic as well as 
ambitious. Also, the need to focus on rural communities rather than just the urban communities in 
climate action planning is important as rural communities may face more climate-related risks (such as 
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wildfires). It was also recommended that strategies that do not have directly measurable impacts may 
be necessary in order to mitigate climate change. The current draft language to be approve is:  

The county should achieve a 4.8% reduction of greenhouse gas emissions every year until 2040 to reach 
carbon neutrality.  

• The stated target is based on scope 1 and 2 emissions reduction of 199,000 MT CO2E per 
year.  

• The CAC recommends that the County provide the public a status update on the plan and 
goals every four years in 2025.  

• If an action, goal, or target identified in the Climate Action Plan or by the CAC is identified as 
not being met during the 4-year status update, the CAC will refine, prioritize, and formulize 
stronger goals and actions to reduce GHG emissions from county operations and in the 
community as a whole. 

Climate Goals Subcommittee  
The document, “Climate Advisory Committee Climate Action Plan Subcommittee Proposal” was 
discussed. The structure and operationalization of the subcommittees is discussed in this document.  

There was concern that forestry will not be a topic that is addressed in these proposed subcommittee 
structures. There are a lot of special interests and areas of expertise in the field of climate action 
planning so these could be accounted for in the splitting up of topic-specific subcommittees.  

Haley Case Scott proposed that the topics for subcommittees be reworked to reflect the expertise of the 
committee, for example, one could focus on forestry.  

Mark Nystrom clarified that the subcommittee frameworks put forth were simply structures to think 
about, but the topics can easily be modified/reworked.  

Sarah Altemus Pope brought up the idea that the forestry departments are so busy with fires that 
working on that a little later in the year might be more realistic.  

Rob Zako brought up a concern that it’s summertime and this CAC meeting does not have a quorum 
right now so he is concerned that the subcommittees may lack participation since people are so busy 
right now. 

Dave Eisler agreed and brainstormed the idea that members could e-mail back in forth to discuss 
recommendations and he was curious if these meetings need to be public-facing online meetings. 

Haley Case Scott proposed using just one subcommittee for now since participation may be lacking due 
to the season and this subcommittee can help Mark Nystrom with his climate action planning work.  

Guest Speaker: Oregon Department of Forestry 
Link Smith, ODF Western Lane District Forester 

Alex Rahmlow, ODF Partnership and Planning Program 

Link Smith and Alex Rahmlow gave a “Lane County Climate, Wildfire & Mitigation” presentation. Please 
see the Lane County Climate Action Committee Meeting Materials for a copy of the presentation. 

Past Fire Season: The fires of Labor Day weekend (September 8th, 2020) were discussed as well as the 
Holiday Farm Fire which impacted Lane County directly.  



 
Future Fire Season: Oregon is experiencing a severe drought as of June 2021. Maps of Wildland Fire 
Potential were shown from June, July, and August 2021 and the Pacific Northwest has increasingly 
above average risk later in the summer. An ignition event is needed in order for an actual fire to occur, 
but the baseline risks are increasing. The historical large fires in Oregon are also increasing over time 
and are starting to look like the wildfires that California used to routinely deal with. The costs of dealing 
with these large fires are also increasing substantially for the Oregon Department of Forestry.  

ODF’s Climate Change and Carbon Plan: Make Oregon Forestry a leader in climate change mitigation and 
adaptation. Centralize marginalized groups of people in the climate action planning process. Incorporate 
the best available science and adaptive management in the planning process. They are working on 
“Climate Smart Forestry” through reducing waste streams in forest industry, designing fuel and fire 
mitigation treatments, and promoting social equity in urban forestry environments. There were 4,000 
structures lost to fires in 2020 and this can release noxious gases during burning due to things like 
refrigerators and appliances. Upcoming policy changes were discussed as well. 

CAC Member Discussion: Lane County’s role in supporting forestry in climate change planning was 
discussed since Lane County does not have a forestry department. The role of land use planning was 
brought up as a way for Lane County to engage in this work. Lane County has had a Community Wildfire 
Protection Plan since 2006. A concern over the lack of participation of landowners even with federal 
funding available was brought up. Who will do the outreach from Lane County to landowners to ensure 
participation? The ODF is working on improving seasonal outreach to landowners to ensure better 
participation of at-risk properties. There is a mismatch between landowner’s knowledge of funding and 
the funding itself so communication to communities is really important. A question was posed about 
how some of the climate goals from ODF might be in conflict with each other (increasing urban forestry 
and also thinning out forestry to reduce potential fuels). This was addressed by ODF and the urban 
forestry increases are planned for areas that are low-risk and should not contribute to wildfire risk 
(example: River Road area). The carbon sequestration opportunities were brought up and examples are 
not available yet as this is still being planned. The capacity of the ODF workforce for mitigating and 
preventing fires was brought up so there might be an opportunity for Lane County to help fund or create 
hazardous fuel reduction crews to help increase ODF’s capacity.  

CAC Member Updates & Announcements 
• Sarah Altemus Pope gave an update is that their organization is hiring a RARE intern to work on 

forestry projects.  
• Mark Nystrom is kicking off outreach efforts on Monday for the CAP and this will include a 

survey. There will be outreach meetings that are specific to geographic areas. He is also hiring a 
RARE intern to work on Lane County climate action planning and outreach.  

• Haley Case Scott’s update is that the special meeting voted to bring a recommendation to the 
board of commissioners about the INVEST in America Act. 

Next Steps 
Scheduling for future meetings was discussed and Mark Nystrom will send out a Doodle Poll to confirm 
that this meeting time is still a good fit for the Summer.  
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